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Middlebury College Offers Mas-
ter of Arts in Chinese
for 2007

MIDDLEBURY, Vt. — The Middlebury College Lan-
guage Schools will introduce a Master of Arts program
in Chinese for 15 students in the summer of 2007.

According to the College Board and the Modern Lan-
guages Association, Chinese is one of the fastest growing
areas of language study in the United States, both at the
secondary and undergraduate levels. This year marks the
inaugural year of the College Board’s Advanced Place-
ment (AP) Chinese Language and Culture curriculum,
and the first-ever AP exam in Chinese will be adminis-
tered worldwide in May 2007.

Middlebury College Dean of Language Schools and
Schools Abroad Michael E. Geisler said there are not
nearly enough teachers of Chinese to meet the growing
demand in U.S. high schools. “With over 90 years of ex-
perience in total-immersion teacher education, Middle-
bury is in a unique position to address this critical need
for qualified teachers of Chinese,” he said.

With one of the world’s fastest growing economies,
China is a crucial U.S. trading partner and competitor for
commerce in the global marketplace. “Currently the
number of Americans who speak Chinese pales in com-
parison with the number of Chinese who are fluent in
English,” Geyser said. “This gives China a major advan-
tage in bilateral relations and business transactions.”

The faculty for the first summer of the master’s program
will include Niangua Bay, professor of Chinese at Ken-
yon College and director of Middlebury’s Chinese
School, and Cornelius C. Keble, Stanfield professor of
Asian studies at Williams College.

Enrollment in the program is projected to grow from 15
students in 2007 to 20 students in 2008 and 25 students
in 2009. The master’s in Chinese is the first new mas-
ter’s degree program offered by Middlebury College in
23 years.

Candidates for the degree will enroll in courses in peda-
gogy, second language acquisition, and culture and civi-
lization; take advanced courses in the theory and applica-

tion of teaching Chinese; and complete a rigorous practi-
cum in teaching. Students can choose to complete the de-
gree in four summers on the Middlebury campus or in
two summers at Middlebury with an academic year in be-
tween at the Monterey Institute of International Studies,
an affiliate of Middlebury College.

Each summer session of the program will be six weeks in
duration and will coincide with the Chinese School’s
nine-week intensive immersion program. Requirements
for admission to the program include a bachelor’s degree
with a major in Chinese language or equivalent, and the
ability to demonstrate a high level of proficiency in
speaking, reading, writing and comprehending Mandarin
Chinese.

For more information about the program, visit the Web
site at
http://www.middlebury.edu/academics/ls/chinese/progra
m/6-Week+Graduate-Level+Program.htm, or contact the
Middlebury College Chinese School at (802) 443-5520
or Chinese School Coordinator Anna Sun at
sun@middlebury.edu.

2007 Peking University
Summer Chinese Language Program

LANGUAGE STUDY
JULY 2 - AUGUST 10, 2007

Intensive Chinese language study at Peking University,
located on the outskirts of Beijing, affords students some
of the finest resources and language teaching staff avail-
able in China today. Classes in Beginning, Elementary,
Intermediate and Advanced Chinese meet for four hours
every morning, Monday through Friday with 10-15 stu-
dents in each class.

Weekend excursions in and around Beijing introduce stu-
dents to the ancient and modern wonders of the city, such
as the Great Wall, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven,
etc. Most universities in the United States will recognize
a certificate issued by Peking University at the conclu-
sion of the program to all students who pass their final
exam. Check with the Study Abroad department in your
school for specific requirements. Tai-chi, Chinese Callig-
raphy, and Brush Painting will also be offered.

TRAVEL
AUGUST 10 -21



