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WordChamp

http:// www.wordchamp.com (Free)

WordChamp.com is an online resource for teachers
and students of foreign languages. It is free for K-12
and university. WordChamp has been designed to
help students learn vocabulary and read foreign
websites, and has tools to let teachers assign home-

work, follow up on student progress, and see where
their classes are having difficulty.

By using WordChamp's authoring tool, or uploading
lists directly into the system, teachers can create
custom vocabulary lists to follow course content.
These vocabulary lists can include individual words,
phrases, or sentences, and can be used in eleven dif-
ferent types of drills, including a special drill to
teach Chinese characters. A constantly expanding
list of thousands of audio recordings are available
for Chinese words, allowing students to hear a na-
tive speaker pronouncing a word or phrase. Teach-
ers will soon be able to record their own voices for
more obscure vocabulary.

Using the WordChamp web reader, students can
read any website or text without having to use a dic-
tionary. By pointing at a word with the mouse, a
student will see a pop-up window with one or more
definitions for the word, and a button to play a re-
cording (if available). The student then has the op-
tion of putting the word into a list of words to prac-
tice, or to save for later use. This is also a quick and
easy way for teachers to put together vocabulary
lists for homework assignments.

Teachers can set up classes and track students with
WordChamp's course management tools. Once a
teacher has created a class, she can create home-
work assignments to help her students learn vocabu-
lary before it is used in class. And, because all as-
signment results are visible to the teacher, it is easy
to see who is doing the homework, how much time
is being spent, and where problems are occurring.
Because students are given a structured, well-
defined task (i.e., to go to WordChamp.com, sign
in, and do what the computer tells them to do) in-
stead of an abstract task (e.g., to learn a chapter's
vocabulary), it is easy for them to know what to do,
how to do it, and when they are done. The drills are
fast, easy, and many students complete vocabulary
assignments multiple times.

For more information, please contact Fred Egan
(fle@wordchamp.com).



