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Chinese character learning is now accessible for all
beginning-level students with The Way of Chinese
Characters: The Origin of 400 Essential words. This

volume offers a more holistic approach to character
learning that is fun yet firmly in academic research
on the origins of Chinese characters. Four hundred
of the most basic Chinese characters are presented,
each with a concise introduction to its classification
and evolution. Illustrations of early writing forms
help learners visualize the character’s evolution, and
cartoon drawings serve as helpful mnemonic de-
vices. Students learn to recognize the Chinese char-
acter, its history, and meaning all at the same time
and without intimidation. This book is ideal for
learners and teachers of Chinese at all levels. The
characters presented correspond to the vocabulary
introduced in Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1,
making this a perfect character-learning companion
for students of the best-selling series Integrated
Chinese. Main entries show both traditional and
simplified forms. The text is bilingual, with English
and traditional Chinese characters. An appendix
contains text in simplified Chinese characters.

SOFTWARE AND WORLD WIDE WEB NEWS

ChinaOnTV.com is a U.S. based online video
network, with all content presented in English. The
mission of ChinaOnTV is to continually increase the
public's awareness of China's history as well as con-
temporary Chinese life and achievements, in order
to foster international trade, business ventures, cul-
tural understanding, travel, peace and good will be-
tween the peoples of all nations.

ChinaOnTV.com desires to be a bridge to our visi-
tors' deeper understanding of all things Chinese. We
make an effort to achieve that goal by being bal-
anced in our presentation and by remaining apoliti-
cal and bias-free in our approach. We have no
agenda, other than promoting understanding, com-
passion and tolerance as virtues our visitors may
want to adopt. We believe that grasping (i.e., seeing
the point of, come to terms with) a different culture
is sometimes not easy, but is possible through in-
formation and learning that is free of propaganda.

Signese.com, a site featuring over 1000 photos of
Chinese characters taken mostly on the streets of
Beijing, is now fully searchable. This means students
and teachers can use the site's search function to
find real-life examples of language usage - search
for 2% 1 to find out what has been banned, or % to
find  genuine  samples of its  usage.

Each photograph is accompanied by a plain text
transcription of its contents to facilitate reading and
dictionary lookup, and the site adds, on average,
two new photos daily.

Chinese Learn Online is an online course in
spoken Mandarin Chinese. The course is progres-
sive and divided into individual lessons of around 10
minutes each, which are released three times a week
in podcast format. These lessons can be
downloaded for free onto MP3 players to listen dur-
ing spare time. Each lesson builds upon previously



