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Bider Technology Inc. Donates Software
to Help Long Beach Visually Impaired
Student to Learn Chinese

Bider Technology Inc. (Singapore) has recently do-
nated software Chinese Plus and Speech Plus to
Anthony Vasquez, a visually impaired student at
California State University Long Beach who started
to learn Chinese a year ago. Chinese Plus is a pro-
gram which processes Chinese text and converts
characters to Pinyin. Speech Plus is a text-to-speech
program that reads digitized Chinese text. The pro-
grams greatly helped Anthony in his learning. In
order to help him to learn Chinese, the university
disability office and Chinese professors worked to-

gether to get familiar with Chinese Braille. A spe-
cial assistant was employed. Now Anthony can type
Chinese and hear any Chinese text seamlessly with
these two programs donated by Bider Technology
Inc. (Xie Tianwei)

CLTA-FL’s Second Annual Conference
January 5, 2008
South Florida.

CLTA’s Florida chapter has announced its second
annual conference for January 5™ of 2008 in south
Florida. CLTA-FL has a membership of over100
just in a year since its inaugural conference in Janu-
ary of 2007. It has regularized its conference date
and annual training date and works closely with
members on the mission of promoting Chinese
teaching and learning.

This conference will cover the issues that members
concern the most, which include certification and
training. Experts in the area will address those two
issues at the conference. It will also elect new
members to the board of CLTA-FL. The agenda
included will also cove the press issues the organi-
zation faces, such as funding and advocating for
members. Those two areas will also among the
main focus for year 2008.

The same as the trend countrywide, Florida’s Chi-
nese education has boomed both in k-12 schools
and post-secondary education institutions. CLTA-
FL is working to meet the challenges.

CLTA-FL’s web site is http://www.clta-fl.org

Online Pinyin Tutor Project Needs Your
Help

Dear Professors,

I am Yanhui Zhang, a doctoral student in Second
Language Acquisition in the Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity. Currently I am working on a study of
online Pinyin tutor, which is to help improving



