Texas. In the first half of 2008, CLTA-Texas has
organized workshops and Seminar in several cities
in Texas, such as Dallas, Austin and College Sta-
tion. CLTA-Texas and Dallas-Fort Worth Chi-
nese Schools offered a two-day Chinese Teacher
Workshop in Dallas on 1/18-19. The presenters
included Dr. Jyun-gwang Chan, Graduate Institute
of Teaching Chinese as a Second Language, Dr.
Meng Yeh, Rice University and Dr. Yang Li, Jas-
per High School. The Workshop offered courses
of Performance-based Teaching and Assessment
and Chinese Morphology. More than 100 partici-
pants joined the Workshop. CLTA-Texas also
held a half-day seminar on Chinese Language
Teaching in Greater Austin on 3/29. We invited
the Coordinators of Foreign Language of Austin
Independent School District, high school teachers,
instructors from universities and principals of
heritage Chinese schools. Each group presented
their views regarding the current state and future
directions of the Chinese language education in
Austin. CLTA-Texas and the Confucius Institute
at Texas A&M University have collaborated to
organize a Seminar on Chinese Language Teach-
ing and Learning in College Station on 4/28. The
Seminar focuses on establishing and sustaining a
Chinese program in K-12.

Olympic Delegates Get Lessons in
Language, Culture

Ten local Canadian Olympic Committee delegates
are ready to depart for Beijing after finishing their
basic language training in Mandarin.

The delegates were given once-a -week lessons by
three University of Ottawa students from the de-
partment of modern languages who volunteered
their time.

Sheri Zhang, professor of Chinese language and
culture at the University of Ottawa, contacted the
committee in mid-February, because she wanted
to make sure Canada's Olympic representatives
would be able to communicate with Chinese peo-
ple and have an easier time living in China.

"It's just basic survival," Asyera Theng, another
student teacher, said of the language training ses-
sions. The delegates learned how to find a
washroom and bargain for cheaper prices with
merchants.

Brian Edey, a co-ordinator in Olympic prepara-
tion, is leaving Ottawa next Wednesday for a 10-
day orientation session in Beijing and will be tak-
ing care of travel logistics for Canada's athletes
during his 40-day stay at the Olympics.

"The tones need to be so exact, because you could
be saying something completely different,”" said
Mr. Edey. You could be trying to check into
your hotel, but really be proposing marriage, he
joked.

In addition to learning language basics, the dele-
gates have been briefed on etiquette, nutrition, and
environmental factors.

Source: The Ottawa Citizen , Fri 11 Apr 2008,
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vided by Sheri Zhang)
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