acquisition, the ultimate goal of SLA is to discover
general principles which underlie the multitude and
diversity of individual learning processes. Studies
presented in this book attempt to add bits and pieces to
the existing bodies of knowledge in pursuit of this
goal. Although its topic is the acquisition of Chinese
as a foreign language (CFL), the cognitive procedures
underlying the processes of SLA should share com-
monalities. This book is comprised of three parts: ex-
amination of theories of language acquisition, presen-
tation of empirical studies, and implication of research
to classroom instruction. Part I and II review the re-
lated literature and present empirical studies on the
acquisition of CFL and learner variables such as affec-
tive factors and learning strategies. Part III applies
theories and research of SLA to Chinese curriculum
design and classroom instruction.

The book helps in understanding the processes of CFL
acquisition and the nature of language learning. It is
useful to teachers of Chinese and those who are inter-
ested in Chinese language learning and teaching.
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“Impressive...highly interactive...a great self-learning
textbook.”

—NECTFL Review
Despite the increasing use of technology in foreign
language education, there have been few multimedia
courses in Chinese that focus on all four skills and
span all levels of language instruction. Chinese Odys-
sey, the newly completed six-volume language series,
published by Cheng & Tsui, fills this need.

Unique because it is the first stand-alone multimedia
series designed for multi-year classroom instruction,
Chinese Odyssey’s combination of video, audio, inter-
active exercises and book products allow educators
the flexibility to use it independently as a multimedia
course, or to combine the multimedia and paper for-
mats. In addition, the CD-ROMs allow students to ef-
fectively manage their own learning by inviting them

to participate in a variety of interactive situations that
allow them to practice what they’ve learned.
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Using the multimedia courseware, students can in-
stantly see whether they’ve completed an exercise cor-
rectly, get explanations of answers, and record exer-
cise scores. Chinese Odyssey also enables instructors
to more effectively use their limited instructional
hours for interaction with their students rather than for
mechanical drills.

The six volumes and accompanying software are de-
signed to build Chinese language skills from begin-
ning to advanced levels over a three year period and
are intended for high school, college, and adult learn-
ers. CD-ROMs include both simplified and traditional
character applications.

Download a free demo of Volume 1 at www.cheng-
tsui.com.
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A herd of geese, or a flock? A stick of gum, or a
tablet? A jug of wine, or a glass? Just as English
nouns often need classifiers, Chinese nouns also
require the correct “measure word.” Access to the
hundreds of varying measure words is key to
speaking and writing polished Chinese, but even
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