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The first 8 books are completed. The first series 
includes 40+ books, each 36 pages in full-color with 
CDRom included. Order forms are available for the the-
matic books including: Chinese Traditional Festivals 
and Holidays, Chinese Myths and Legends, Chinese 
Traditional Musical Instruments, Games Kids Play, 
Chinese Traditional Arts and Crafts, China’s UNESCO 
World Cultural Heritage Sites, China’s Minority 
Groups, Famous Inventions of China), Chinese Classi-
cal Literature, Geography of China, Basics of Chinese 
Culture, and Philosophies & Religions of China (book 
#3), and Foods of China.

As you can imagine, OCDF’s entire team is 
pretty excited about this project. It came as a result of 
Jane speaking at the summer conference on reaching a 
larger market for Chinese culture publications held by 
China International Publishing Group in August, 2006. 
Representatives from CIPG’s traditional distributors 
from Germany, USA, Australia, UK, and France at-
tended the conference. Jane’s talk inspired Director Li 
of Dolphin Books to pursue a meeting with OCDF. 

Active Learning Books include:
 Teacher/Parent Introduction and Planning Strate-

gies
 Bulletin Board Resources and Ideas
 Class Discussion Topics and Projects plus Students 

Q & A on Topics
 Student Information Sheets on Topic (reproducible 

for single classroom or single event use)
 Stories in English, Pin Yin (with tones), and Simpli-

fied Characters
 Student Activities on Topics
 CD with Poster Pages, Photos, Bulletin Board Items, 

Student Information Sheets, Student Q&A, Student 
Activities

 Resources and References
 Support materials are available such as:  musical in-

struments, game sets, craft kits (developed by arti-
sans in China), music  CDs,  DVDs with traditional 
folk dances, and more!

Contact OCDF Publications at 309-829-8202
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This unique functional approach 
provides the perfect balance of 
linguistic detail and applied 
practice for students learning 
classical Chinese for literary 
study, historical research, or to 
improve their knowledge of 
modern Chinese.

Classical Chinese: A Functional 
Approach is a comprehensive and accessible one-year 
introduction to classical Chinese for students proficient 
in modern Chinese. It focuses on key function words, 
with excerpts from classical sources arranged to provide 
a structural approach to the language. Written by expert 
teachers, Classical Chinese is ideal for students who 
would like to extend their understanding of Chinese lit-
erature and culture and comprehend the roots of modern 
Chinese. From the start, students will gain a practical, 
nuanced understanding of classical vocabulary and syn-
tax.

Each of the twenty-two lessons in the book focuses on a 
selection of related grammatical function words and the 
syntactic structures defined by these words. These terms 
are introduced with clear, jargon-free bilingual explana-
tions of their meaning and functions, followed by 
twenty to thirty example sentences from classical 
sources. Each illustrative example sentence is accompa-
nied by a modern Chinese translation and thorough 
glosses of key function words and new vocabulary, and 
each lesson also includes longer excerpts for additional 
reading practice. The nearly two thousand vocabulary 
items are provided in simplified characters with pinyin, 
supplemented with an appendix of traditional charac-
ters.
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