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Chinese Writing and Calligraphy is a comprehensive 
description of the techniques and related culture of Chi-
nese calligraphy. The book consists of fourteen chapters 
and can be used as course material at the high school or 
college level; no previous knowledge of the language is 
required. Content covers three major areas: (1) descrip-
tions of Chinese characters, an inside look of how they 
are built step by step, stroke types, layout patterns of 
components, and indications of sound and meaning; (2) 
basic brush writing techniques, the integration of pres-
sure, moisture and speed in writing, balance rules, ma-
jor scripts, and components of a calligraphy piece; (3) 
the social, cultural, historical and philosophical under-
pinnings of Chinese calligraphy, which are intellectually 
stimulating and crucial for the understanding of the art.  

For the intended readers, a comparative approach is tak-
en to show how Chinese calligraphy is different from 
Western calligraphy. Hands-on opportunities are pro-
vided to practice brush writing from tracing to copying 
and then to free-hand writing. Single strokes are prac-
ticed prior to characters and the composition of calli-
graphy pieces. High quality model characters based on 
Wang Xizhi are marked to indicate meaning and stroke 
order. To accommodate learner interest, models of well-
known phrases in various script types are also provided. 
The book, designed with flexibility, can also be adopted 
for different types of courses and learners. 
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The Chinese Link second edition has a new full-color 
design, updated photos, a new Connections and 
Communities Preview, new Try It! activities in the 
Grammar section, as well as more grammar summary 
and review throughout. In addition, more communica-
tive activities have been added and Culture Notes have 
been updated with the new Do You Know…  feature. 
MYCHINESELAB is also available for Fall 2010
courses. Visit www.mylanguagelabs.com for more in-
formation about MYCHINESELAB or to take a tour. To 

learn more about the Chinese Link 中文天地 program 

and What’s new in the second edition, visit 
www.pearsonhighered.com/showcase/chineselink2e/

Chinese Link 中文天地Beginning Chinese, 2nd Edi-

tion 
Text: 
Simplified Character Version, Level 1/ Part 1 & Level 
1/ Part 2
Traditional Character Version, Level 1/ Part 1 & Level 
1/ Part 2
Student Activities Manual:
Simplified Character Version, Level 1/ Part 1 & Level 
1/ Part 2
Traditional Character Version, Level 1/ Part 1 & Level 
1/ Part 2
Character Book:
Simplified and Traditional Characters Level 1/ Part 1 & 
Level 1/ Part 2
Audio CDs: Level 1/Part 1 & Level 1/ Part 2
Video DVD
Companion Web Site: 
www.pearsonhighered.com/chineselink

古文入門 Classical Chinese 
Primer

By John C. Y. WANG王靖宇, Sue-

mei WU吳素美, Shaoyu JIANG蔣

紹愚, and Frank F. S. HSUEH 薛鳳

生
The Chinese University Press (CUP), The Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong.

ISBN: 978-962-996-286-9 (Reader+ Workbook+ Free 
Audio CDs)
Pages: 456 (Reader)+160(Workbook)+ Free Audio CDs
Binding: Paperback
Price (USD): $42
http://www.chineseupress.com/asp/e_Book_card.asp?B
ookID=2030&Lang=E

Classical Chinese Primer (Reader + Workbook+ Free 
Audio CDs) may also be
ordered from Columbia University Press.

http://cup.columbia.edu/book/978-962-996-286-
9/classical-chinese- primer-reader--workbook


